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The North Shore Country Day School, estab¬ 
lished in Winnetka in 1919 by a group of local 
citizens, is a school of ideas. 

It is fundamental at North Shore Country 
Day that the individual child is important. It is 
basic that learning is important in itself. It is a 
tradition that artistic experience is not to be 
treated as an extra curricular activity, that it is 
crucial to a child’s growth. It is self-evident that 
a child will become a better person if he has the 
experience that develops him physically. These 
ideas are incorporated in the program and 
method of study. 

Traditionally a country day school combines 
the advantages of both a day school and a board¬ 
ing school. This means that the students spend 
long days on the 16-acre campus, in classrooms 
and at supervised study and play. They live at 
home. Parents and faculty are thus able to work 
as partners in an environment based upon the 
value of family living. 

Perhaps one of the most important principles 
at North Shore Country Day is the tradition of 
change. Today its science curriculum is meeting 
the demands of our times in revisions which 
introduce new discoveries and concepts. Its 
mathematics teaching draws on materials and 
theories recently advanced in this country and 
abroad. Its language program extends through 
six years in an effort to produce students who 
will be genuinely bilingual. 

It is this tradition of change that made it 
important that the School embark on a develop¬ 
ment program that would involve new science 
laboratories, modern lecture-demonstration 
rooms, a new Arts Center where music, art, 
drama and shop will be more easily integrated. 


The commitment of the School is, then, both 
to foster what has been the strength of our cul¬ 
ture and to choose out of our times what will be 
vital to our future. 

The North Shore Country Day School has 
three divisions: Lower School has grades from 
junior kindergarten through fifth; Middle School 
includes the sixth, seventh and eighth grades; 
Upper School is the four years of high school. 
Each division has its own building and shares 
with the others the facilities of the auditorium, 
the two gymnasiums, the lunch room, the shops, 
studios, and laboratories. Thus the School offers 
children a continuing education during the grow¬ 
ing years of four to eighteen. 

The educational policies of The North Shore 
Country Day School are under the direction of 
Nathaniel Stowers French, Headmaster. Mem¬ 
bers of the faculty are attracted to the School 
from all parts of the country by its national 
reputation for academic excellence. Classes are 
small. In this situation, it is not difficult for every 
student to become known as an individual. If he 
has a special talent that can be stimulated or 
nourished, the instructor is aware of it, and this 
stimulation and nourishment is provided. If a 
student has need for further attention and assist¬ 
ance, he receives it. 

From these small classes, graduates of The 
North Shore Country Day School have met with 
success in college. Virtually 100 per cent of the 
graduates go on to college. Reports from the 
colleges testify that North Shore Country Day 
students take easily to college life, making the 
most of the challenges and enjoyments it pro¬ 
vides. 









Cooperative projects help to 
instill community responsibility. 


An invaluable experience comes from the 
common effort in which Lower School pupils live 
and work with children of the Middle and Upper 
schools. Classroom work is shared during Morn¬ 
ing Exercise, the School’s daily assembly. Here 
students produce and watch programs of all 
kinds from laboratory experiments and dramatic 
presentations to discussions and quizzes. In 
Morning Exercise too, students from all grades 
have a chance to hear guest lecturers, to see films 
and to listen to music. 

On Work Day, a tradition every fall and 
spring at the School, the younger students work 
with the older to clear and improve the campus. 
For the annual opera, freshmen, sophomores, 
juniors, and seniors join efforts to design, build 
and paint the scenery, to print the tickets and 
programs, to publicize the event, and to sing and 
act in the production. While each school main¬ 
tains its own student government and newspaper, 
mutual concerns for such things as the Annual 
Christmas Toy Shop call for cooperative planning. 

The parents own the School. When a child is 
enrolled, his parents automatically become part 
owners of this non-profit corporation. They take 
an active part through the Board of Directors, 
elected from the current parent body, and 
through the Parents Association, which maintains 
thirty-five committees performing services at the 
School. Parents help serve the lunches, work in 
the office, catalogue books ip the four separate 
libraries, and play a part in many other aspects 
of the daily school life. 


The family atmosphere. Mothers help 
in many school projects and services. 
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READING 


Success of one’s own language, both oral and 
written, is basic to the study of any academic 
discipline and is the key to an individual’s 
achievement in our times. The faculty, cooperat¬ 
ing with the parents, directs the choice of books 
and helps to instill a love for them in students. 
The School maintains two full-time reading 
specialists who work with the faculty on class¬ 
room instruction in reading. They also provide 
individual programs for students in need of addi¬ 
tional assistance. As early as the senior kinder¬ 
garten, students are tested for reading ability 
and, from then on, the development of reading 
skills is tested annually. Students from sixth 
grade to the twelfth have requirements in read¬ 
ing to meet during the summers. 


ENGLISH 

From the earliest attempts to express ideas 
and words on paper to the day when a child 
moves easily in worlds beyond his own, the 
student at The North Shore Country Day School 
is part of an active program to provide him with 
a mastery of his language. A thorough study of 
spelling, writing, and the structure of the lan¬ 
guage parallels an intensive reading program in 
which the world’s best literature is surveyed. A 
careful analysis of selected masterpieces intro¬ 
duces some of the most significant ideas, emo¬ 
tions, and problems of our heritage, and through 
critical study of them students learn to think 
reasonably about them. 

Emphasis on writing is carried out through 
the assignment of one written paper every week 
for each student from sixth grade through 
twelfth. Original dramas, written by all sopho¬ 
mores, are enacted by classmates before the en¬ 
tire student body so that the wide range in com¬ 
munication from the printed page to the spoken 
word is encompassed. The North Shore Country 
Day School believes that the writing and the 
drama impose the discipline of exactitude in 
thought. 



Learning through reading. 



Small classes assure 
close relationships 
between teacher and student. 



MODERN LANGUAGES 

In the teaching of a foreign language, speaking, 
reading, writing and grammar are all considered 
important. It is only through a combination of 
these skills that a student can emerge with a 
sound knowledge of the subject. 

Of equal importance to this study at The 
North Shore Country Day School, however, is 
the use of a foreign language as a powerful tool 
in the study of human relationships. Every 
language pattern presents a different way of feel¬ 
ing and thinking. A language, its idiomatic use, 
its grammatical form and construction and its 
literature mirror a people and a country. To 
know a language is to help understand a people 
and their behavior. 

The relationships between language, the 
humanities, science, and history is stressed in 
the classroom and in the auditorium of the 
School where music and the arts of other 
countries are presented by foreign language stu¬ 
dents for the benefit of all students. 



A Class in French 


SCIENCE 

Science at The North Shore Country Day 
School is oriented to leading students to question 
the unknown, the frontiers. It is taught with the 
goal to develop in students habits of scientific 
thinking — being curious, observing carefully, 
searching for cause-and-effect relationships, de¬ 
scribing accurately, being receptive to new ideas, 
and reserving judgment until sufficient evidence 
is collected. 

From a careful study of the already system¬ 
atized knowledge of science, the student is led 
to explore with judgment and to be concerned 
with current developments in the field. 

The new laboratories in the high school 
building form a background for student inves¬ 
tigations into such concepts as measurement, 
light, and electro-magnetic vibrations, and to 
individual experiments with scientific tools for 
study in biology and botany. 

MATHEMATICS 

The study of mathematics is presented to the 
students in such a way as to emphasize the 
concepts and basic reasoning processes behind 
all mathematics and the relationship to each 
other of the various branches of mathematics. 

For example, in the study of algebra, the 
students learn to use the deductive process of 
proof and are taught how the same process 
carries over to the understanding of geometry. 
Instead of memorizing a large number of 
theorems, those best fitted to enable the class to 
learn deductive reasoning are stressed. Eighth 
graders who show an aptitude in mathematics 
are offered a chance to undertake the first year 
of algebra, and are thus prepared to study 
geometry in the ninth grade. For those who wish 
to continue, this allows a chance to take a course 
of college level which includes analytic geometry 
and differential calculus. Advanced college place¬ 
ment is open to these students through the 
College Board Advanced Placement Program. 







In the Lower School the mathematics curricu¬ 
lum is an effective combination of the new and 
the old. The children each year complete the 
material traditionally mastered at their grade 
levels and, in addition, are given an opportunity 
to explore with new materials the concepts and 
operations normally reserved for much older 
children. First graders, for instance, learn their 
number concepts, sums and differences through 
ten, and also become conversant with the deter¬ 
mination of unknown quantities in algebraic 
equations. Throughout the program changes 
have been made, and are in process, which 
reflect the most recent studies of the demands 
made on contemporary mathematicians. 



Individual projects for students 
keynote work in science. 


SOCIAL STUDIES AND HISTORY 

The curriculum in social studies and history is 
designed to develop a student’s appreciation of 
human purposes as well as his capacity to under¬ 
stand and share in the life of the communities in 
which he lives. This requires him to learn facts 
and to reason out relationships that he may be¬ 
come knowledgeable of his own social heritage, 
environment, and responsibility. 

First graders explore how such enterprises as 
a fire department, a grocery store and a railroad 
contribute to their village. Seniors may study the 
sources, the formulation, and the application of 
the ideas which mold the laws of our country. 

In the other grades, students examine aspects 
of American and other societies, both ancient and 
modern. The work emphasizes a peoples’ geo¬ 
graphic environment, their social institutions, 
interests, problems, and values, including study 
of outstanding individuals and significant artistic 
and technological achievements. A unique course 
in the eighth grade is designed to develop 
powers of critical thought through examination 
of some contemporary issues. Students learn to 
evaluate critically sources of information and 
conflicting points of view. 

Courses open to ninth, tenth, and eleventh 
graders stress European and Asiatic societies. 
Within the historical chronology, students study 
some of the problems these men and women 
have faced, the solutions they have attempted, 
and the ways in which their conditions of life 
have affected them. Seniors study the factors 
which have determined the lives of the people of 
the United States, from colonial to contemporary 
times. Those who are interested may pursue 
additional reading and writing of collegiate 
quality. 






THE ARTS 

The Arts are an integral part of the School’s 
program. Teachers with special training in these 
fields offer a program in the fine arts and in the 
crafts which is designed to provide a broad cul¬ 
tural background. Classes in painting and stage¬ 
craft parallel appreciation courses in these fields. 

Among the opportunities for experience in 
the Arts are the daily Morning Exercises and 
seasonal celebrations. For instance, the Christ¬ 
mas play is the combined effort of the literature, 
music, art, shop and drama classes. Other assem¬ 
blies may evolve in Social Studies or foreign 
language classes. Here, the combination of learn¬ 
ing and artistic expression leads a child into an 
understanding beyond that of the classroom. 


MUSIC 

Music is a required subject at The North Shore 
Country Day School because, either as simply 
an enjoyable pastime, or as a spiritual avenue, 
certainly it has had vital meaning to peoples 
everywhere through the ages. 

Lower School children sing daily and are all 
introduced to instrumental participation through 
the recorder. Middle School singing and appreci¬ 
ation classes serve as the basis, and special 
chorus and orchestral groups perform in school 
assemblies. Upper School requirements include 
singing through all four years and a minimum of 
additional work in music history and appreci¬ 
ation. 

Other opportunities come in an a cappella 
choir for girls, a boys’ ensemble, and in instru¬ 
mental groups. Traditionally each year the School 
presents an annual Gilbert and Sullivan operetta, 
giving all high schoolers a chance to play a part 
in a musical production. 


Work in Handicraft 


High School painting 


Gilbert and Sullivan 
Opera Rehearsal 






ATHLETICS 


As part of the School's effort to create coopera¬ 
tive and responsible attitudes, the strong athletic 
program of The North Shore Country Day 
School is largely based on team play. 

The fields and two gymnasiums are the 
settings for daily athletic activities at all times of 
the year. The Lower School children have play¬ 
grounds for their regularly scheduled daily 
activities under the School's physical education 
instructors. By sixth grade, the students have had 
some team games in preparation for regular 
participation on a School team. This is required 
of all students from the sixth through the twelfth 
grade. 

In the upper grades as many different games 
are offered as will engage full participation by all 
the students. Emphasis for the boys, from the 
sixth grade on, is on football, basketball, and 
baseball. For the girls there is field hockey, 
basketball and softball. 

Team games for both boys and girls are 
stressed as an important avenue to the growth 
of character. Not less important but in a different 
vein, the School offers in the spring, for both boys 
and girls, golf, tennis, sailing, archery, the dance, 
introducing individual sports which students pur¬ 
sue in their adult years.. 



Tearn athletics is the order 
of the day for all students 
from the sixth grade on through twelfth. 













Lower School reading class. 


THE LOWER SCHOOL 

Junior Kindergarten through Fifth Grade 

Here is begun a program of training in the 
fundamental academic skills: reading, writing, 
and arithmetic. Sound learning and constructive 
attitudes towards mastery of these disciplines is 
the central theme of the Lower School. In its 
initial stages, the program respects individual 
differences asking of each child his best effort. A 
careful choice of reading material and mathe¬ 
matical sequences assures a steady progression 
from the early teaching to independent work. 

Testing for reading ability begins in senior 
kindergarten. Formal reading instruction begins 
in the first grade and careful attention is given 
to this ability throughout the School. The facts 
and ideas of arithmetic are systematically intro¬ 
duced as a child goes on from grade to grade. 

As well as learning academic skills, the child 
must play a part in the artistic, athletic, and 
social life of the School. Regularly scheduled 
classes in the arts, a daily athletic period, contri¬ 
butions to the School government or to the 
mimeographed newspaper are important experi¬ 
ences of a Lower School child. 

Here, as in all of North Shore Country Day, 
the student is an individual. Since the beginning 
of the School, the Headmaster has greeted 
personally each child in the Lower School every 
morning of his school life. 


Middle School Class 


THE MIDDLE SCHOOL 

Sixth, Seventh and Eighth Grades 

The Middle School offers a wide variety of 
experiences for both academic preparation and 
aesthetic, social, and physical development. The 
program is arranged to relate subjects so that 
the student can see connections that enhance 
the value of each. In addition to classes in 
English, social studies, arithmetic, and science, 
students continue work in art, music, shop and 
dramatics. All students begin the study of French 
in the seventh grade and in eighth are given an 
introduction to Latin and to German. Homework 
assignments are a part of all academic studies, 
and the habit of independent study is carefully 
fostered. Every student plays on an athletic team 
in games with other schools. 

The faculty of the Middle School, consulting 
with the instructors in the Lower and Upper 
schools, works to make the transition from each 
of the schools as beneficial as possible for the 
student. Reliable test data from independent 
schools show that Middle School students, on the 
average, score above the expectation of their age 
and grade. 




THE UPPER SCHOOL 

The High School Years 

The academic curriculum of the Upper 
School meets the most exacting entrance require¬ 
ments of the leading liberal arts and technical 
colleges and universities in the country. The pro¬ 
gram is not only aimed at presenting information 
to the student, but also at preparing him to put 
it to use in terms of skills and independent ideas. 

The choice of courses for any given student 
is determined by his or her individual interests, 
abilities, academic background and educational 
aims. 

The following courses are offered: 


9th 

10th 

11th 

12th 

Advanced 

English 

English 

English 

English 

English 

Seminar 

Latin 

Latin 

Latin 

Latin 


French 

French 

French 

French 


German 

German 

German 

German 


Mathematics 

Mathematics 

Mathematics 

Mathematics 

Advanced 

Mathematics 

Biology 

Physics 

Chemistry 

Senior Science 


Ancient 

English 

Modern 

U.S. History 

U.S. History 

History 

History 

Art Major 
Music Major 
Mechanical 
Drawing 

History 

Art Major 
Music Major 
Mechanical 
Drawing 

Art Major 

Music Major 
Mechanical 
Drawing 

Seminar 


Minors: Health, Music, Art, Shop, Stage Craft, Stage Make-Up, Physical 
Education 

Also Offered: Music Survey, Opera, Harmony, Singing, Art Survey, 
Architecture, Studio Art, Product Design, Mechanical Drawing, Design 
Drawing, Printing, Problems in Acting, Bible Literature, Social Studies, 
Archaeology, Mythology, Typing 

Graduation Requirements: 

1. Sixteen full courses. 

2. Completion of requirements in the arts and physical education. 

3. It is also expected that the student will have exhibited reasonable 
judgment in the conduct of his personal life and willingness to 
assume civic responsibility. 

The School believes that coeducation re¬ 
quires an organization of curriculum and social 
activity to meet the needs of boys and girls as 
they mature. In many of the academic classes in 
the early high school years, boys and girls study 
in separate groups, returning to mixed classes in 
the last two years. 


THE COLLEGE RECORD 

The record of success of North Shore Country 
Day School graduates in gaining admission to 
the colleges and universities of their choice 
places it among the leading preparatory schools 
in the country. College officials praise the aca¬ 
demic training and the range of interest of the 
School’s graduates. Alumni are currently attend¬ 
ing such institutions as Yale, Princeton, Harvard, 
Wesleyan, Colorado, Colgate, Carleton, Cornell, 
Northwestern, Stanford, Smith, Radcliffe, Brad¬ 
ford, Bennett, Mount Holyoke, Connecticut Col¬ 
lege, Skidmore, Pomona, Vassar and Wellesley. 


ADMISSIONS 

Each spring, the admissions committee admits 
new students to the School. The School invites 
inquiry from interested parents. Admission to 
The North Shore Country Day School is deter¬ 
mined by information gathered from a student’s 
previous record, standardized test results, and a 
personal interview. 


SCHOLARSHIPS 

Since its founding the School has maintained 
a scholarship program to include worthy students 
who would otherwise be unable to attend. 

Requests for information concerning scholar¬ 
ships should be addressed to the Headmaster. 
Identity of a.scholarship recipient is known only 
to the Headmaster and the Scholarship Commit¬ 
tee of the Board of Directors. 


310 Green Bay Road, 
Winnetka, Illinois 
Hlllcrest 6-0674 




Middle School Smith Hall 


m Upper School Dunlap Hall 


Lower School Walling Hall 











